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CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 SOFIA 01378 121422Z 

44 

ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-20 NSC-10 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 

NSAE-00 PA-03 RSC-01 USIA-15 PRS-01 SPC-03 DRC-01 

NIC-01 /091W 

087026 

R 121347Z OCT 73 
FM AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7127 
INFO AMEMBASSY ROME 

CONFIDENTIAL SOFIA 1378 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PINR, BU, IT 

SUBJECT: AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT INVOLVING ITALIAN COMMUNIST 
PARTY SECRETARY GENERAL 

REF: SOFIA 1348 

1. WE HAVE BEEN RELIABLY TOLD THAT ENRICO BERLINGUER, 
SECGEN ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY, BORIS VELCHEV, POLI- 
BURO MEMBER, AND KONSTANTIN TELLALOV, CHIEF, CC FOREIGN 
POLICY AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS DEPARTMENT, WERE IN 
AN AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT ON THE WAY TO AIRPORT TO SEND 
BERLINGUER BACK TO ROME ON OCTOBER 4. 

2. THE COLLISION WHICH INVOLVED THE OFFICIAL CAR AND 

A TRUCK VERY SERIOUSLY INJURED THE DRIVER AND VELCHEV. 
BERLINGUER WAS BADLY SHAKEN BUT NOT INJURED. TELLALOV 
SUFFERED HEAD LACERATIONS (WHICH HAVE BEEN OBSERVED) 

AND A LEFT SIDE INJURY BUT HAS SUBSEQUENTLY BEEN RE- 
LEASED FROM THE HOSPITAL. VELCHEV IS STILL HOS- 
PITALIZED BUT OUT OF DANGER, HOWEVER, THE CHAUFFEUR 
REMAINS IN SERIOUS CONDITION. 

BATJER 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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